13th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 18 09.07.25
NEXT STEP: STUDY & SHARE
READINGS PRAYER OF THE DAY
Genesis 24:34-51 Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings

Psalm 1 His delight is in the law of the ~ With your continual help, that in all our
LORD, & on his law he meditates day & ~ Works, begun, continued, & ended in

night. (v2) you, we may glorify your holy name; &
Revelation 19:6-9 finally, by your mercy, bring us to
Luke 14:25-35 everlasting life, through Jesus Christ,

our Savior & Lord. Amen.

SERMON TEXT- Genesis 24:34-51

% S0 he said, “I am Abraham's servant. ** The LORD has greatly blessed my master, & he has become great. He has
given him flocks & herds, silver & gold, male servants & female servants, camels & donkeys... ¥ My master made
me swear, saying, “You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell,
% put you shall go to my father's house & to my clan & take a wife for my son.” * I said to my master, ‘Perhaps the
woman will not follow me.” “° But he said to me, ‘The LORD, before whom | have walked, will send his angel with
you & prosper your way. You shall take a wife for my son from my clan & from my father's house. 41 Then you will
be free from my oath, when you come to my clan. And if they will not give her to you, you will be free from my
oath.” #? “I came today to the spring & said, ‘O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if now you are prospering
the way that | go, *® behold, | am standing by the spring of water. Let the virgin who comes out to draw water, to
whom 1 shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” * & who will say to me, “Drink, & I will
draw for your camels also,” let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master's son.” % “Before I
had finished speaking in my heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her water jar on her shoulder... Then | asked her,
‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bore to him.” So I put the
ring on her nose & the bracelets on her arms. “ Then | bowed my head & worshiped the LORD & blessed the LORD,
the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to take the daughter of my master's kinsman for
his son. * Now then, if you are going to show steadfast love & faithfulness to my master, tell me; & if not, tell me,
that I may turn to the right hand or to the left.” * Then Laban & Bethuel answered & said, “The thing has come from
the LORD; we cannot speak to you bad or good. 5! Behold, Rebekah is before you; take her & go, & let her be the
wife of your master's son, as the LORD has spoken.”

LISTENING TO . . .
Gob- Christian life is rooted in the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit

1. What connections do you find between the Genesis & Revelation lessons? Hint: look for topics,
parallel ideas, inversions, reversals, similarities, extensions, metaphors, actions, vocabulary, grammar, etc.
Remember to include themes, imagery/ illustrations & “mirror images.”

2. Compare this episode with 29:1-12, Exodus 2:11-22; John 4:1-45. What do you find in common?

EACH OTHER- Sharing & growing with our brothers & sisters in Christ

3. Think back to your own pre-marital relationship with your spouse. How much attention did you
pay to compatibility with each other’s families (vw37-38)? How can you encourage your
unmarried children or grandchildren to pay attention to this matter?

4. Read w7-8, 12-15, 21-24, 42-48, 50 & notice the commonsense trust in God’s providence (not a
miracle; cf. the Lord’s Prayer). How do you understand God’s providence as an answer to
prayer? How do you publicly show gratitude & give credit to God for his action?

NEIGHBORS- Bearing fruit for those not yet our brothers & sisters

5. Review the NALC’s teaching documents shorturl.fm/uRcv2 about marriage, especially Affirmation
of Marriage Insert shorturl.fm/oRyvh How does this help you speak clearly about marriage to friends
& family?

6. Inyour everyday life, what would you show & tell others about to illustrate the Prayer of the Day?
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13th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 18 09.07.25
Series: The Gospel on Every Page Rev. Jared Stillions, sTs
Jesus in the Book of Genesis

A Wife for My Son
The promise continues

-Notes-

KEY VERSE: God said, “You shall go to my father's house & to my clan &
take a wife for my son.” (v38)

-NEXT STEPS MEMORY VERSE-
Let your face shine upon your servant, & teach me your statutes.
(Psalm 119:135)
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